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Relief of Distressed Authors. In recognition of this courtesy, the Dramatic Authors' Society presented him with a gold medal struck in his honour, and a letter of thanks, signed by Scribe, Melesville, Victor Hugo, Halevy, and others. The visit, in short, was an artistic, if not a financial, triumph. It was not so memorable, in a literary sense, as the English performances of 1827-28, for the romantic movement now needed no reinforcement. In 1844-45 Shakespeare was placed in opposition, not to classicism, but to the prevalent triviality of the Scribe school of mere adroitness. " Othello, Hamlet, Macbeth" cries Gautier, " cela nous lave de bien des vaudevilles et de bien des melodrames."
From the beginning of 1845 till the middle of 1848, when he started on his farewell visit to America, Mac-ready made only desultory appearances in London, devoting himself for the most part to provincial wanderings. The Princess's Theatre, Oxford Street, erected in 1840, had been opened for dramatic performances in 1842 under the management of J. M. Maddox, a Jewish speculator. With him Macready made a series of short engagements, generally for a stated number of weeks at three nights a week. In 1845 ^ie appeared at the Princess's between October 13 and November 21, playing Hamlet, Lear, and Othello, to the Laertes of Leigh Murray, the Edgar and lago of Wallack, and the Cordelia and Desdemona of Mrs. Stirling. Cooper, Granby, Compton, Ryder, and Mrs Ternan were also in the company. Next year, from January 26 to February 27, he repeated the same parts, and added Richelieu to the list During a third engagement (April 13 to June 19, 1846) he performed the above-mentioned parts, along with Macbeth and Yirginius, and created the character of James V. of Scotland, in The King of the Commons,